 
CAN THIS REALLY HAPPEN IN AMERICA?
In 1992, Chuck Hagel moved to Omaha and became chairman of American Information Systems (AIS), a leading voting machine company based in Nebraska. After managing AIS for three years, Hagel stepped down as chairman in March, 1995. Two weeks later he announced his bid for U.S. Senate. Voting machines made and programmed by AIS would count about 85 percent of the votes cast in this election.

This was Hagel's first try for public office and he was not well known. Still, in the Republican primary, Hagel upset the incumbent Attorney General of Nebraska. Then, in the election, Hagel pulled what Business Week called a "landslide upset," beating popular Democratic Gov. Ben Nelson, who had led in polls from the outset. The Washington Post (1-13-1997) said Hagel's "Senate victory against an incumbent Democratic governor was the major Republican upset in the November election." Hagel won virtually every demographic group, including many largely Black communities that had never before voted Republican. He was the first Republican to win a U.S. Senate seat in Nebraska in 24 years. 

Why weren't people suspicious of Hagel's connection with AIS? Mainly because Hagel hadn't told them his little secret: "What he never disclosed was his salary from or stock holdings in the voting machine company whose machines had counted his votes.... This is not a gray area. This is lying....Reporters surely would have inquired about it as they researched stories about his amazing upset victories."

Hagel was re-elected in 2002 by a huge, record margin. As his hagel.senate.gov website says, Hagel "was re-elected to his second term in the United States Senate on November 5, 2002 with 83% of the vote. That represents the biggest political victory in the history of Nebraska."
 Hagel's defeated Democratic rival, Charlie Matulka, wondered about the results. First, he was surprised to discover, when he went to the polls to vote for himself, that his ballot was already marked--for Hagel!
 Knowing of Hagel's continuing relationship with AIS, Matulka tried to verify the results. He was shocked to learn that Nebraska had just passed a law prohibiting him, or any government-employee election worker, from looking at the ballots. Only machines made and programmed by AIS could count votes in the state--even in a recount.
 In the 2004 presidential election, AIS (renamed Election Systems and Software, ES&S), along with its larger sister corporation Diebold Election Systems, counted about 80% of the votes cast. 

Can this really happen in America? The 2002 Georgia elections, where Diebold's new touch-screen voting machines were used for the first time on a state-wide basis, sounded only too similar. Newsweek said the Republican underdog's win in the governor's race "confounded pollsters," and quoted computer scientists David Dill ("I think the risk [of a stolen election using these machines] is extremely high.") and Avi Rubin (a computer-security expert and professor at Johns Hopkins University, who called "the protections against fraud and tampering …'far below even the most minimal security standards.'…'Anyone in my basic security classes would have done better' "
). Such flaws led California to ban Diebold's new touch-screen machines in April, 2004, its top election official calling for a criminal investigation of Diebold.
 
There is growing evidence that voting machines used in the 2004 presidential election were manipulated. In Broward County, Florida, electronic voting machines counted backwards--as more votes were cast, the official vote count went down.
 Electronic voting machines also produced extra votes: as widely reported, a "computer glitch" gave Bush 4,258 votes in a Columbus, Ohio suburb where only 638 people voted.
 But glitches cannot explain, nor has the mass media reported, that hundreds if not thousands of precincts throughout Ohio also had discrepancies--researcher Dr. Richard Phillips has shown that over 246,919 extra votes for president were falsely reported in Cuyahoga County alone.
 Similarly, Florida's official election website showed 161,722 more votes for president than the total number of people who actually voted, as reported by the counties (7,588,422 votes for president were shown, but only 7,426,700 people had voted); over 95% of the counties that showed excess votes for president use the Diebold touch-screen system.
 The clearest direct proof of vote fraud, however, comes from Volusia County, Florida: supposedly "official" but unsigned computer printouts (produced Nov. 15 after a public records request by blackboxvoting.org), altered from the original printouts signed by the polling officials on Nov. 2. These records show that hundreds of false votes were given to Bush in every single precinct examined.
 
There are also indirect ways to reveal computerized voting fraud. Looking at discrepancies between expectations--from voter registration, pre-election surveys, and exit polls--and the final "official" machine-produced results are one of the best ways to show this. For example, did Florida's Lafayette County (82% Democrats and 13% Republicans) really give Kerry only about 1/4 of its votes and Bush almost 3/4 (though the Democratic Representative won 2/3 of its votes)?
 That's possible, of course, but did Bush really get so many more votes around the country than exit polls showed? There is only one chance in 50,000 (.002%), that Bush would average a 4.15% gain among the sixteen states for which data was made publicly available.
 Note especially that exit polls gave the key swing states of Ohio, Florida,  Iowa, New Mexico, and Nevada to Kerry--but they were all then reported as having voted for Bush:
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AR

45

54

-9

45

54

-9.8

0.8

CO

49

50

-1

47

52

-5.6

4.6

FL

51

49

2

47

52

-5.0

7.0

IA

50

49

1

49

50

-0.9

1.9

MI

52

46

6

51

48

3.4

2.6

MN

52

46

6

51

48

3.5

2.5

MO

47

52

-5

46

53

-7.3

2.3

NH

54

44

10

50

49

1.4

8.6

NJ

54

44

10

53

46

6.2

3.8

NM

50

48

2

49

50

-1.1

3.1

NV

49

48

1

48

50

-2.6

3.6

NY

62

36

26

58

40

17.3

8.7

OH

51

49

2

49

51

-2.5

4.5

PA

53

46

7

51

49

2.2

4.8

WI

51

48

3

50

49

0.4

2.6

WV

45

54

-9

43

56

-13.0

4.0




Want to do something about this? Make copies of this flyer and share it with others! To learn more about continuing investigations into vote fraud, and to help, contact www.blackboxvoting.org (see also www.votefraud.org, www.votergate.tv, www.helpamericarecount.org, www.auditthevote.org).
This flyer was written by Dr. Allan Keislar. For an online copy, see http://www.wwmeli.org/PostElection.

� This is an estimate made by Nebraska elections officials (see � HYPERLINK "http://www.hillnews.com/news/012903/hagel.aspx" ��www.hillnews.com/news/012903/hagel.aspx� , � HYPERLINK "http://www.hillnews.com/about/alexander_bolton.shtm" �Alexander Bolton�, "Hagel's ethics filings pose disclosure issue,", The Hill, Jan. 29, 2003).


� Bev Harris, Black Box  Voting, pp. 34-35 (see either � HYPERLINK "http://www.blackboxvoting.org" ��www.blackboxvoting.org� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.blackboxvoting.com" ��www.blackboxvoting.com�)


� The 83% figure is still there, but the suggestive second sentence does not appear on Hagel's website now.


� Nov. 7, 2002 Talion.com press release (� HYPERLINK "http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0211/S00027.htm" ��www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0211/S00027.htm�).


� Jan. 31, 2003 report by Thom Hartmann (� HYPERLINK "http://www.commondreams.org/views03/0131-01.htm" ��www.commondreams.org/views03/0131-01.htm�).


� Two brothers, Bob and Todd Urosevich, founded AIS in the 1980s. Today Bob is president of Diebold Election Systems, while Todd is a vice president at ES&S; both companies have strong ties with right-wing Republican interests (� HYPERLINK "http://www.rense.com/general32/secert.htm" ��www.rense.com/general32/secert.htm�). Diebold CEO Walden O'Dell is well known to have written in 2003 that he was "committed to helping Ohio deliver its electoral votes to the president next year."


� Steven Levy, "Black Box Voting Blues," Nov. 3, 2004 issue of Newsweek (� HYPERLINK "http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3339650/" ��http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3339650/� ).


� http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/4874190


� "Broward Machines Count Backward," Palm Beach Post,  11/5/04 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.truthout.org/docs_04/110704V.shtml" ��www.truthout.org/docs_04/110704V.shtml�;  � HYPERLINK "http://www.palmbeachpost.com/politics/content/news/epaper/2004/11/05/a29a_BROWVOTE_1105.html" ��www.palmbeachpost.com/politics/content/news/epaper/2004/11/05/a29a_BROWVOTE_1105.html�)


� AP report carried on CNN, Nov. 5, 2004 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/2004/ALLPOLITICS/11/05/voting.problems.ap/" ��www.cnn.com/2004/ALLPOLITICS/11/05/voting.problems.ap/�)


� � HYPERLINK "http://web.northnet.org/minstrel/ohio.htm" ��http://web.northnet.org/minstrel/ohio.htm�. Unbelievable voter turnouts (not only over 90% in many Bush areas, but as low as 7.1% in Kerry ones) and many other discrepancies have led to a rare Congressional field hearing into Ohio election manipulation (Dec. 13, 2004: see � HYPERLINK "http://www.freepress.org/departments/display/19/2004/985" ��http://www.freepress.org/departments/display/19/2004/98)�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bluelemur.com/index.php?p=405" ��www.bluelemur.com/index.php?p=405�. The incriminating 7,426,700 number of voters was later increased.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.commondreams.org/views04/1118-22.htm" ��www.commondreams.org/views04/1118-22.htm�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/HL0411/S00246.htm" ��www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/HL0411/S00246.htm�


� Raw data taken from � HYPERLINK "http://uscountvotes.org/" ��http://uscountvotes.org/� and � HYPERLINK "http://ustogether.org/election04/FL_PresBYDistrict.htm" ��http://ustogether.org/election04/FL_PresBYDistrict.htm�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bluelemur.com/index.php?p=405" ��www.bluelemur.com/index.php?p=405� (Early exit polls showing Kerry leading were later altered in Bush's favor. For example, at 12:21 a.m. on Nov. 3, with 1963 respondents, CNN showed Kerry leading Bush in Ohio by 2% among men and 6% among women, but at 1:41 a.m., with 2020--just 57 more--respondents, falsified results were announced: Bush now supposedly led Kerry by 5% among men and was tied among women. This 6% change, with just 3% more respondents, is mathematically impossible, even if every new respondent had voted for Bush. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=show_mesg&forum=132&topic_id=1293911&mesg_id=1293911" ��www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=show_mesg&forum=132&topic_id=1293911&mesg_id=1293911�. Dr. Steven F. Freeman, U. of Pennsylvania Research Methods Professor, calculates the odds of the large exit poll anomalies in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Florida occurring together by chance or random error at only one in 250,000,000 (see � HYPERLINK "http://www.buzzflash.com/alerts/04/11/The_unexplained_exit_poll_discrepancy_v00k.pdf" ��www.buzzflash.com/alerts/04/11/The_unexplained_exit_poll_discrepancy_v00k.pdf�).





